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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kempster et al. (US 5,873,809) in view of Brooks (US 3,089,695). 

Kempster et al. disclose a cushioning conversion machine comprising a frame; 
first and second rotating feed members 24 resiliently biased towards one another by 
springs; see figure 10. The lower feed member is driven and the upper is positioned 
upon an idler shaft. The members form a pinch force on the material fed between. 

Kempster et al. do not disclose exactly how the biased members are mounted, 
however Brooks teach rotating feed member 1 in carriers 23 (figure 3) pivotally mounted 
on pivots biased by springs 68. The releasable locking device is in the form of a 
hydraulic cylinder 40. When the device is in its locked position the cylinder forces the 
cylinder towards roller 2 and when released allows for pivoting away. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to mount the rotating members as taught by Brooks in the invention 
of Kempster et al. in order to provide biasing towards one another. 
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Regarding claim 22, the Examiner takes OFF.CIAL NOT.CE that it further wou.d 
have been obvious to one of ordinary sk , in the art to substitute a ,eaf spring for the coi, 
spnng as they are recognized in the art as obvious variants. 

Response to Arguments 

3- Appiicanrs arguments with respect to Cairns 14-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Appiicanrs amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
th.s Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first rep.y is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the maiiing date of this final action and the advisory action is no, 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 , 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R Harmon whose telephone number is 703- 
308-8643. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rina.di Rada can be reached on 703-308-2187. The fax phone numbers 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9302 

for regular communications and 703- 872-9303 for After Final communications. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 

1148. 
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